Environmental Green Washing

Toronto Wind Turbines 
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Awareness:

The current public interest for positive environmental changes abound. Everywhere companies and governments are trying to make the shift to consider the environment first. Government and industry are trying to raise awareness, promote new technologies, look for cleaner alternatives and advise the public on changing habits. They are also trying to implement both incentives and penalties on environmental issues to alter the behavior of both consumers and industry.

Last July, the provincial government introduced the Eco Fee, a tax on toxic products. With noble intensions, it was poorly implemented. While consumers may be receptive to paying more for environmentally friendly products, they’re often skeptical about another government “tax”, however well intentioned. The public clearly rejected this Eco Fee after the media raised the issues and flaws in this program.

The key to good decision making is knowing the facts! 

Green Washing: What is it?:

This is a relatively new term of which many are unaware. It relates to the marketing hype that surrounds the environmental movement and, regretfully, often directs consumers, business and even governments to make choices than are often not best for the environment. Basically whitewashing is to cover something up, green washing relates covering up the truth related to environmental issues. The question is: What is being covered up?

Examples of this are the recycling symbols on packaging which are not recyclable, or worse, paper products that originate from forest products from non-renewable forests. While recycling is good, the better alternative for the environment would be using forest products from managed forests, or better still, recycled materials. Sadly, corporations are not always forthright with their marketing.

Another example is the bank that is “Green” because it allows you to bank online, yet it does not encourage recycling and other initiatives internally. You get the picture. Green washing is just a cover up. 

Motivators:

We cannot ignore the various motivators behind many of the decisions in large environmental projects. Take time to understand the dynamics of the human element. Many involved will have their own agenda. 

First, governments are trying to look at issues the public feels are important. The global warming issue is a hot topic, pun intended, so governments, politicians and bureaucrats feel the need to do something. That “something” for politicians can often be getting elected / re-elected, for bureaucrats, empire building. The reality is that protecting the environment should be the focus, but too often isn’t.

Businesses’ prime reason for existence is to make money. They will often lobby governments to get an opportunity to sell their technology. The environment is not their prime objective, profits are. In my view this then calls into question whether their motives are pure. It is questionable how unbiased their approach is. 

The Basics:

When any business evaluates significant projects there are a number of financial thresholds that must be measured. While the output may be different (profit versus environment), the facts still need to be fully disclosed, understood, and effects measured.

The Costs:

So even before looking at the environmental issues, financial issues should be addressed. The best practice in business requires making comparisons to other options. This was not done in the plans to implement wind turbines in Lake Ontario. These plans are flawed on many financial fronts:

1. They produce too little power for the capital cost.
2. They are costly to maintain.
3. The output will not increase capacity significantly. Wind energy is intermittent, volatile, and largely unpredictable. The delivery of reliable energy alone should be cause for concern, especially when there is still a need for coal fired backup. 

4. There are better alternatives to turbines, for example, Biogas. Spending the money on public transit would be far better for the environment because thousands of cars could be taken off the roads.
5. With turbines, electricity cost increases and the related debt will be paid for by taxpayers. Less disposable income will affect the local economy. 

6. Businesses will also need to pay more and this will very likely cost jobs as it has in other jurisdictions that have implemented it. 

7. Several companies stand to make significant profits at taxpayers’ expense. Government subsidies are not the solution. We do not need to make Corporate Welfare payments.

Required:

Do your research. Look at all the issues related to turbines, not just environmental.

Motto for Environmental Concerns - Do no harm.

Sadly, the current answer. Do No Good. A colossal waste of money. 
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